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Plastic Pollution

Overview and Policy in Pennsylvania

PennEnvironmentFaran Savitz - Zero Waste Advocate
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A throwaway society

PennEnvironmentPennEnvironment | Zero Waste



PennEnvironment Research & Policy Center | Microplastics

A global threat to wildlife

“By 2050, virtually every seabird species on the planet 
will be eating plastic”
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Implications for Infrastructure

● Philadelphia Water Department 

reports cleaning litter doubles their 

stormwater costs

● 44 tonnes of trash removed from 

Delaware & Schuylkill rivers

○ Over half plastic

● PennDOT 
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It’s bad for our infrastructure & bottom line

● Pennsylvania’s 9 largest cities collectively spend $68.5 

million every year on litter

● PennDOT  - $13 mil spent on highway cleanup every 

year
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Microplastics in Pennsylvania
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What do we do?
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Plastic ordinances in PA
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● Narberth Borough
● Ambler Borough
● West Norriton Township
● Cheltenham Township
● Lower Merion Township
● Upper Merion Township
● Upper Moreland Township
● Whitemarsh Township
● Springfield Township
● Montgomery Township

● 24 total in PA
● 10 in Montgomery County
● Over 18% of Pennsylvanians
● 875 million single-use plastic 

bags per year
● 4,800 tons of plastic 

eliminated per year
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Model Legislation
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Plastic Bags
● Banned

Paper Bags
● $0.15 fee per bag

Reusable Bags
● Free! (If you bring your own)

Polystyrene Foam Containers
● Banned

Plastic Utensils and Straws
● By customer request
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Implementation
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Exemptions
● Waiver application process
● Trash bags, other prepackaged bags
● Produce bags, newspaper bags, raw meat or fish, live animals

It doesn’t happen overnight
● Legislation passes, education begins
● After 30 days, retailers are required to post signs
● After 90 days, bans and fees go into effect and enforcement begins

Enforcement?
● If there are regular retail businesses inspections, add a checklist item for plastic 

ordinance inspection
● Citizen enforcement
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More info!

Contact me at faran@pennenvironment.org

For info on action taken in PA or for resources visit 
https://environmentamerica.org/pennsylvania/resources/single-use-
plastic-laws-in-pennsylvania/

For info on microplastics visit https://bit.ly/PAMicroplastics

For info on recycling in PA visit https://bit.ly/UpdateAct101
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